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SANDWICH ISLANDS. 

The Missionary Herald contains a letter from the Rev. 
Mr. Thurston one of the first missionaries to the Sand- 
wich Islands, from which we make the fullewing ex- 
wact -— 


Kiruah, ( Owyhee,) Feb. 5, 1824. 


Very Dear Sir, 

From these distant regions we behold the church- 
es of our Lord, in the land of our fathers, united- 
ly praying the God of heaven, that the kingdoms 
of this world may become the kingdom of our 
Lord and of his Christ. We respond, men, ev- 
en 80, Lord Jesus come quickly. 


Since the arrival of the reinforcement to the mission, 
Mr. Thurston and Mr. Bishop have been designated to 
the station at Owvhee, where Mr. T. formerly resided. 
On his arrival he says— 


Thos have I been called to return, and again 
sit down oa this barren spot, where the first seven 
months of ty missionary course were spent; where 
I labored, and where I wep*. But with all its 
rudeness and barrenness, it is a most interesting 
field for missionary exertion. Within 30 miles of 
this place, there are vot less than 20,000 inhabhit- 
ants, who lie clustered in villages. In this village 
there are about 3,000 inhabitams. This place is 
the permanent residence of the governor. His 
American name is John Adams; his native name 
is Kuokini or Kalua. He daily takes coffee and 
iea at his own table, is fast rising in civilized hab- 
is, and speaks the English language intelligibly. 
He has lately purchased a freed house, brought 
from America. ‘This house adds much to the ap 
pearance of his establishinent, which he has been 
enclosing witha wall 10 or 12 feet high, avd about. 
the same in thickness. 

Promising Indications among the Chiefs. 

During the two past months, by the particular re- 
quest of the governor, either Thomas, or myself, 
has conducted family worship at his house, morn- 
ing and ‘evening. ‘This practice has alyo been 
imtroduced into the families of other inferior 
chiefs. 

During seasons of public worship, one woman 
of considerable distinction, whose head is silvered 
with age, is ever seen sitting on the mat, leaning 
on the end of the foremost form, seemingly regard- 
less of every thing, but what falls from the lips of 
the speaker. We have had several interesting in- 
terviews with her. Calling on us, one evening af- 
ter meeting, and expressing with much feeling, her 
desires to know and worship God aright, before 
Zoing to the grave, Thomas taught her 4 short 
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praver, which she and her train repeated till fixed 
in their minds, and then retarned home, repeating 
it as they passed along. 

Kapiolani, Naihe, and their train, have several 
times come 16 miles from Kaawaroa to this place, 
for the sake of hearing the gospel. Ever since 
missionaries arrived, Kapiolani has constantly been 
situated neax them; and for near two years has 
listened to the words of eternal life in her own 
language. Now she isin a great measure sepa- 
rated from them, and the darkness which envel- 
opes the people becomes visible. She ip»portu- 
nately asks for a Christian teacher, and sits down 
to weep. In conseqitence of her being separated 
from the other chiefs, Krimokoo asked her, by let- 
ter, if she was not Jonely. The purport of her re- 
ply was, “ Lonely? no. If lam separated from 
my ‘riends, here is God; and with him [ have 
communion. Besides, on tbese shores there are 
two gates of heaven, (alluding to this meeting 
house, and the one they are building at Kaawa- 
roa,) in consequence of which blessings will des- 
cend”’ 

Kamakan, an elderly, chief, residing at the 
same place, appears in a still more interesting 
manner. lie, too, with his wife and train, have 
several times come to this place on Saturday, that 
they might have opportunity of enjoying the priv- 
ileges of the sanctuary. The last time he came, 
he rem:ined through the week, and over the next 
Sabbath, that he might, from day to day be favor- 
ed with instruction. On the morning of the last 
Sabbath, on hearing the second bell ring for meee- 
ing, he arose to go; but it was suddenly impressed 
on his mind with great force, “ Pray, pray, before 
you go to the place of worship ;” and he stopped 
short, kneeled down, and breathed out the follow. 
ing prayer: “ O Jehovah, here we are going before 
thy presence, on this sacred day, with the common 
people ; may we meet with the presence of thy Son 
Jesus Christ, in thy house of prayer.” He seem- 
ed much surprised, that these thoughts should 
spring up in his mind, just when they did, and de- 
sired to know what it meant, He expressed much 
satisfaction in the truths which he heard, and Jon- 
eed to become acquainted with the whole word of 
God. The last time he saw us, he appeared much 
animated. Every thing he uttered, the very ex- 
pression of his countenance, conveyed feelings to 
the beart, which would warm the bosom of angels. 
The morning of his return, he called on the gov- 
ernor, and, on being requested, readily engaged in 
prayer with him and his family. After walking 
to the beach with his people, aad before stepping 
into his canoe, he kneeled down and offered up a 
short prayer to God for protection on his way 
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tion of this man ; and seeing him sail away, he ad- 
ded, “a great missionary.” At his own — he 
forbids his people working or bathing on the Sab- 
bath, and regularly assembles them twice to pray 
and converse with them on religious subjects,— 
This has been his practise for many months past. 
Ot late he has extended his exertions, crossing the 
bay, and there meeting the people, and conduct 
ing religious services. He has received but little 
instruction from the missionaries; yet there are 
tew natives on the islands who have more correct 
views on religious subjects. He seems to have 
been searching for truth as for hid treasure. | 
once heard him pray in bis family, and I was much 
surprised at the simplicity, fervency, and apparent 
sincerity, which were manifested, as well as with 
the correctness of religious sentiment, which the 
prayer contained. 

Thomas has been laboring, at this placa, during 
the year past, doing good, but needing the aid anc 
council of a missionary. He has suffered con- 

se for want of pig rege me as he 


bls assistant. 

About 50, at this station, are attached to the 
school, anda desire for instruction is generally in- 
creasing. 

Thus, my dear Sir, I have given you an imper- 
fect sketch of my situation, prospects and encour 
agements. On this important, long neglected isl- 
and, two standards of the cross are now erecte', 
and throughout its borders the Gospel trumpet has 
been blown. Wath my associates, I travelled and 
searched out the land. These eyes beheld the 
miseries of the people. Full 75,000 are sunk iu 
all the pollution of sin, and groping their was 
through jife in all the darkness of nature. As we 
passed from place to place, we told within the cot- 
tage, beneath the shady tree, and by the way side. 
of a God and of a Saviour. Thousands listened 
to word, of salvation for the first, and many for the 
last time. Already some have gone down to the 
grave. Yet who can limit that mercy, which gave 
to our race aSaviour. It may have guided souls 
to heaven through the instrumentality of a single 
sermon. But what is to be done for those who 
survive? A single soul! who can speak its value ? 
Who can estimate the happiness it will enjoy, if 
saved ; or the misery it must for ever endure, if lost. 
Disciples of Jesus, you, who have been nurtured 
in the cradle of piety, whose souls have been re 
deemed by the biood of the Son of God, and are 
soon to streich the wing for imimortality, think oi 
these perishing immortais. 

With much affectiou, fam, dear S 
the labors and bonds of the Gospel. 

A. Taurston 


Sir, yours in 


Messrs. Richards and Stewart at Lahinah state 
that many of the elder chiefs have.a part of the 
time been much engiged in study. On one Sab- 
bath evening, Mr. Richards received a message 
frou: Krimokoo, the translation of which is as 
follows : 

* You are our teacher. You have heretofore 
been unacquainted with our speech. But you 
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“ A creat minister,” says the governor, as 
he stood reflecting on the prayers and conversa- 





(Arnu, 


My sight 
By and by it will be quite gone. | 


country. Tam becoming an old man. 
isnow dim. 


way. I greatly desire :o be like Keopuolani ang 
Obookiah. Come, therefore, to my house every 
dav, and teach me to read and to write, for very 
soon iny eyes will see no more.” 

This was to us a very affecting message, and we 
never felt so strong a desire to have a_ perfecr 
knowledge of the language. It would have beey 
a peculiarly favourable time to communicate reli- 
gi0us instruction, but we could sav but little. Fo; 
a considerable time he was very attentive, and hix 
eondnet shewed his regard to our instruction. He 
frequently sends out his herald to give notice of 
the Sabbath, and esp ged forbids canoes to go 
outon that day for fish 


Sickness, Death, and Chiiiatin of Keopuolani, the 
King’s Mother. 


When we closed our journal, Keopuolani, 
avr friend and patroness, was sick. On the 2d of 
September, the chiefs became so much alarmed, 
that vessels were immediately dispatched to Owy- 
hee and Woahoo to collect those who were ab- 
sent. At first we were not alarmed. We knew 
that it was the universal practice for all chiefs to 
collect whenever one of the number was sick, 
although the sickness might be trifling. We felt 
little anxiety, until Sept. 8th, when a man came 
into the house in great surprise, saying, “ Keopuo- 
lant make,” “ Keopuolani dead.” She was not 
dead, but her physician had said he could do no 
more for her. Although it was late in the eve- 
ning, Mr. and Mrs. Stewart, with Mrs Richards, 
repaired to the spot. expecting to see her die.— 
As they entered the house, she said ,with her head 
a Hittle raised, and a smile on her. countenance, 
* Maitai.” As much as to have said, You are ve- 
ry kind in coming to see me at this time of night. 
She pressed the bands of the females in a very 
affectionate manner, and said, “I love the great 
God ;” and soon after she said again, “ Great is my 
love to God.” 

From this time, little hope was entertained of 
her recovery. She cuntinued however, until 
‘Tuesday, the 16th, when by the ordinance of bap- 
tisim, she was introduced to the visible church, and 
in the space of an hour after, we trust she joined 
the invisible. 

The evidence, which she gave of being the sub- 
ject of renewing grace, was such as we could 
scarcely expect ‘would exist in another case, fora 
whole generation. 

For a considerable time before she came to La- 
hinah, she was particularly attentive to the in- 
structions of the missionaries, and to some of the 
outward forms of the Christian religion. Imme- 
diately on her arrival here, she took a very deci- 
ded stand against immorality ; ; resisted frequent 
attacks made upon her by other chiefs ; opeuly re- 
proved vice in a manner which would have done 
honour to an old, enlightened Christian; always 
listened with attention to the preaching of the 
Gospel ; made frequent and very interesting in- 
quiries respecting the future state, and the way of 
salvation through Jesus ( hrist; expressed many 
fears lest she should not learn enough of the new 
way to reach heaven; but, every week gave new 
evidence that she was fast preparing for it. 
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During her last sickness, we were without an in- 
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ierpreter, and of course knew but little of her 
views and feelings. On the morning of the day 
on which she died, Mr. Ellis arrived from Honoru- 
ru. We had felt a very strong desire that he 
should come, and viewed his arrival at that time 
as a special smile of providence. He immediate- 
ly found that she had spent much time, during 
her sickness, conversing with and warning those 
about her to prepare for death. It appears that 
her own hopes of a blessed inmmortality brightened 
io the last. 

During the day on which she died, she slept al- 
most constantly. When we were told that she 
had made a particular request to be baptized, or, 
in her own words, “to have water sprinkled upon 
her in the name of God,” we hesitated, in conse- 
quence of her lying in so stupid a state. We said 
to the king, * Perhaps itis not best.” He replied 
“Why isit not best? What isthe harm? My 
mother gave herself to Jesus Christ before she 
was sick. Why may she not have water sprink- 
tedon her in the name of God, like the people of 
Christ? Shall she be denied because she must 
soon die?” This he said with tears in his eyes, 
and with an emphasis which reached our hearts. 

Although it was too late for her to receive any 
persoval benefit from the ordinance, yet we saw 
that those droand her felt so deeply ov the sub- 
ject, that we concluded at once to comply with the 
request. Mr. Ellis addressed the people on the 
subject of baptism, and then, by administering the 
vrdinance, introduced this highest chief into the 
church of Christ at the Sandwich Islands. It was 
an overwhelming sight, not only to us, but to the 
natives who witnessed it. They listened with aw- 
ful solemnity, when they saw what was done.— 
The king said, “surely she is no more aurs: she 
formerly gave herself to Jesus Ctirist, and now we 
believe sheis his, and will go and dweil witt, him.” 
After her baptism she gave no signs of intelli- 
gence. She breathed for about an hour, and then 
er spirit took its flight. ‘Phe thousands about the 
house immediately commenced their frightful wail- 
ings. - 

‘Jhe scene exceeds our powers of description.— 
We had often seen and heard weeping before ; but 
of heathen wailings.we had formed no idea. ‘To 
avery Christian such a scene would be shocking 
in the extreme. 

The day after her death, was spent by most of 
‘he chiefs in making preparations for the funeral, 
which took place on Thursday, and was conduct- 
ed inthe American style. We should give you 
a much more particular account of these interest- 
ing occurrences, but we have already given it in 
her Memoirs, which accompapy this letter.* 

Of Keopuolaui’s kindness we cannot speak too 
highly.,. She called us her sons, and treated us as 
such. She built the houses in which we live, and 
the house in which we worship, and this, too, with- 
out being solicited. She rarely, if ever, received 
a supply of fish, potatoes, or fruit, without sending 
some to us, and even when she was told bv an ene- 
my, that we were not fond of fish, she replied ; 
“ Well, they have some boys living with them, to 
whom they must give food, and the fish, therefore 


will not be lost.” 
She frequently inquired whether we were in 
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want of any kind of food, and always supplied us 
when we were destitute. 

She at one time gave encouragement, that she 
would build us a fence, but her men were called 
away, so she could not do it. She was so unwil- 
ling that we should suffer, however, that she sent 
four pieces of cotton handkerchiefs, worth more 
than the fence cost. 

She was not only kind to us, but she was kind 
io all; so that it was a common saying when she 
died, “ every body has lost a mother.” 


Introduction to the Christian Form of Marriage. 


The death of Keopuolani prepared the way for 
another event of quite a different character, yet of 
almost equal interest. The great importance of 
the occurrence can he seen only by viewing it in 
connexion with the past, and even present loose 
and pernicious habits, in relation to the marriage 
institution, It has been the universal practice 
among the chiefs, as well as common people, not 
only to take and put away their wives when they 
pleased, but also to do it without any form, or cer- 
emony. 

Whenever the wife of a chief died, as soon as 
her remains were out of sight, he made no delay 
ia taking another. 

It was uot a week after the funeral of Keopuola- 
ni, that there was a very general agitation respect- 
ing a second wife for Koapini. There were no 
less than five candidates, all of whom were con- 
stantly watching around him. But he soon made 
known his determination to wait for a time, and 
then selecting one for himself; and inquired if it 
would not be proper for him to be married like the 
people in America. We told bim it would. Ac- 
cordingly, iv little more than a month, he selected 
Kalikua,a widow of the late Tamahamaha, and 
mother of the king’s two favorite wives. Howev- 
er short the tune may appear ta Americans, it was, 
nevertheless, a longer time, than it is probable any 
other chief ever waited. He made his selection 
atan unfavorable time. Mr. Stewart being at 
Honoruru, and Mr. Richards being without an in- 


terpreter. 

The parties made a joint request that, ov the 
ensuing Sabbath, they might go to the house of 
prayer, and, like the people of Jesus Christ, be 
joined together as man and wife. 

Mr. R. therefore prepared a form of the mar- 
riace covenant, and read the substance of it to the 
parties before the Sabbath. They both approv- 
ed of it. 

On Sabbath morning, at the appointed hour, a 
larger nuwber of natives than usual, and a numb- 
et of foreigners from the ships, assembled at the 
place of worship. Mr. R. conducted the worship 
in the customary form, after which he addressed 
the people on the nature of the institution about 
to be introduced, and then performed the ceremo- 
ny. Thus on the 19th of October 1823, was the 
marriage covepant, in a Christian form, introdu- 
ced among the chiefs of the Sandwich Islands, and 
the first knot tied, by which the institution will be 
likely to be acknowledged by the chiefs of all infe- 
rior ranks through the nation. This we consider 
as another era in the history of our mission. 

The couple that have led the way, are among 
the highest chiefs of the islands. There are none 
more stable, none whom we should more expect 





* The memoirs have mot yet reached tifis country.— 
Ed. Mis. Her. 


to regard the marriage vows. A few days after 
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this, we were pleased to hear Kalkua object to be- 
ing called by her former name. They both follow 
the example of the Tahitians, and are called Ko- 
apint kane, and Koapini nahine, (Koapini male, 
and Koapini female.) 


Tn a subsequent letter the missionaries speak 
in strong terms of the “ kind, constant, prompt, and 
efficient” aid rendered by Mr. Ellis, the mission- 
ary of the London Society, who is well known to 
our readers, 

The preaching of the gospel is now statedly 
maintained at five different stations, and on four 
of the islands ; and schools are successfully taught 
at six. 

As a proof of the healthfulness of the climate, 
it is stated, that of the 18 childrew, which have 
been born in the mission, 16 are living; and 
the exception here alluded to, is the sum of the 
register of mortality in that large missionary es- 
tablishment, since its first organization five years 
ago. 

The Owyhean Hymn-Book, consisting of 60 
pages, and containing 47 “ Songsto Jehovah, the 
true God,” has been completed, and an edition of 
2,000 copies published. It is the joint production 
of Messrs. Bingham and Ellis, and the people who 
have been taught to read, receive it with much 
gladness. A large proportion of the hymns are 
original; but the book contains a translation of 
Watt’s 50th Psalm ; of Pope’s ode, entitled “ The 
Dying Christian to his soul ;’ Owyhee’s Idols are 
no more,” (originally Tahette’s;) the Jubilee 
Hymn; several) Choruses from Handel’s Messiah : 
Mr. 'Tappan’s lines on the mission, sung at the em- 
barkation at New-Haven; anda tew others. The 
whole embraces a great variety of measure and of 
style, and is capable of being sung in the favourite 
and most approved tunes, 


FOR THE RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCER, 
COLLEGE IN CEYLON. 


The obstacles in the way of christianizing the 
East may be surmounted. They are known to 
all, for they have been echoed a thousand tiu.es 
by the opposers of foreign missions. 

It is urged, that missionaries brought up in this 
country cannot endure the climate of India. That 
so great a contrast must produce geveral! debility, 
and premature death. 

It is also urged, that the degraded superstitions 
of the ignorant, and the artful sophistry of the 
learned pagans, connected with the influence of 
casts, can never be overcome by a feeble band of 
Christian missionaries. 

To each of these objections it would be a suffi 
cient reply, that He with whom all things are pos- 
sible has commanded his disciples to preach the 
gospel to all nations, and has assured them that he 
will have the heathen for his inheritance. But 
we will not insist on this sweeping reply, for we 
wish to present the subject in a practical point of 
view, 

We believe that these obstacles may be suc- 
cessfully Overcome by planting schools and Col- 
leges on heathen ground. The first step has al. 
ready ‘been taken, and the time is now come to 
take the second. We wish to suggest a few 
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It is about seven years since American mis. 
sionaries were first sent to that Island. An ac. 
count of their labours and their success has been 
from time to time fully exhibited to the public. 
We need not recapitulate. The ground has been 
occupied, seed has been sown, and fruit begins to 
appear. Of the eight missionary preachers, who 
have been employed there by the American Board, 
two have rested from their labours, and six are 
still in the field. Of the native converts to Chris- 
tianity, three have been qualitied and ordained to 
preach the Gospel to their countrymen, and sever- 
al others are affording essential aid to the cause, 
In the boarding schools, are about one hundred 
and twenty youths enjoying the full advantage of 
a Christian education. In the free schools, are 
more than fifteen hundred youths instructed by 
native teachers, under the direction of the mis- 
sionaries. About seventy natives, most of whom 
are connected with the boarding scheols, have 
hopefully passed from death to life. Tie work of 
reformation is going forward, but our missionary 
brethren are wearing out. They will soon -be 
gone. How shall their place be supplied ? They 
have contrived the means, by projecting a College 
to receive the youths which leave their schools, 
and qualify them for the ministry. A thorough 
education will qualify many of them to become 
powerful and efficient heralds of salvation. 

The deep rooted superstition of the ignorant 
pagans, and the sophistry and art of the more 
enlightened, connected with the influence of 
cast, furnish the other obstacles to missionary suc- 
cess. But this also may be successfully encoun- 
tered by the contemplated college. Paganism 
may flourish in darkness, but must flee before the 
light of science. How does the infidel Brahmin 
bind down the faith of millions to his creed? By 
taking advantage of their ignorance. By inserib- 
ing all phenomena in nature to the immediate 
agency of demons, over whom he claims to ex- 
ercise special control. This makes him sacred in 
the estimation of the deluded multitude. It gives 
him complete ascendency over them. ITs the sun 
eclipsed ? He tells them that a certain evil de- 
mon has besieged it, and that for a sufficient re- 
ward he will cause him to depart. The price is 
paid, and the sun is soon set at liberty. Does the 
cholera morbus make its ravages among them ? 
Or does a drought parch up the earth and de- 
stroy its fruits? Untaught to trace effects to their 
true Cause, the superstitious heathens are duped 
to submit their earning, their liberties, and their 
lives, atthe Brahmin’s nod, It would be an end- 
less task to enumerate all the instances of this 
kind, which contribute to support the pagan sys- 
tem of religion. 
Now, what would probably be the effect of av 
literary instnution, affording a system of instruc- 
tion similar, in its most important respects, to that 
enjoyed inour American Colleges? Suppose a 
hundred youths taken from the lower schools and 
carried through a course of collegiate instruction. 
To mention but a single advantage, they would 
learn to refer all natural phenomena to a few 
simple uniform laws, which bear the unequivocal 
impress of one only living and true God. For 
instance, they would learn to calculate eclipses, 
and refer them with demonstrable certainty to 





thonghts on the subject of a native College in 
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ganism and true scignce cannot fipurish in the 
same soil—that the christian is the only religion 
that can lift itself up unblushingly to the keen in- 
spection of sound philosophy. 

But some may inquire, cannot the missionaries 
educate the youths sufficiently well to preach the 
Gospel, in their boarding schools? We answer 
by enquiring, can ministers in this country faithfal 
ly preach the Gospel, and instruct our youths in 
the various branches of knowledge, at the same 
time? The appropriate duties of the ministry are 
allthat they can sustain. Even the business of 
jnstruction must be apportioned to different indi- 
viduals. An instructor must be elevated in know- 
Jedge, not simply one degree above his pupils, but 
must have a complete and extensive acquaintance 
with the science which he teaches. But the hu 
man mind is incompetent to perfect itself in every 
department of science during one life. The la 
bour wust be divided, and individual sciences as- 
signed to individual men. Each must exhaust 
his intellect in the investigation of truths belong 
ing to his particular science. Heuce the neces- 
sity fur literary institutions associating nen, whaese 
exclusive devotedness to the several branches of 
knowledge enables them to instenct in the best 
possible manner. ‘The argument is still stronger 
when applied to the case of India. Besides the 
duties which he has in common with his fellow. 
laborers in this country, the missionary must ac 
quire a knowledge of a strange language ; he 
must clear away the rubbish of heathenism ; he 
must communicate a variety of knowledge indi- 
rectly but essentially counected with the doctrines 
of religion, which do not fall within the compass 
of ministerial profession in this country ; and, if 
lis labours are blessed with a revival of religion, 
he cannot command the aid of a community of 
clergymen and of an enlightened laity, but must 
himself sustain the burden of all the necessary 
labour. If to allthis are added the consideration 
of a sultry climate, which enervates the system, 
and prestrates the energies of man, we shall be 
completely satisfied, that our missionaries have 
more than they can do, without devoting a mo- 
ments time to the abstract interests of literature 
and science. These are interests, essentially con- 
nected with the progress and stability of the 
Christian religion, but which require an exclusive 
attention. Men must be employed to devote much 
of their time tothem. Buildings must be provided ; 
libraries must be purchased—apparatuses and 
other necessary appendages of a college must be 
procured. In short, aseminary of learning, seme- 
what similar to the colleges of this country, must 
be put in operation. 

Let it not be supposed that a tolerable acquaint. 
ance with the Bible, and the grand features of 
the Christian religion, is all that is required ina 
preacher to the degraded heathens of India. The 
lower classes are indeed wretchedly ignorant, but 
perhaps there is no place on earth, where the 
higher classes think themselves so eulightened as 
those of India. It must be acknowledged that 
they are, in a certain sense, far from being unlet- 
tered. Their wild romautic temperament ofien 
displays itself in poetic effusions, but to reason 
sa infer correctly, is what they have never 
learnt. Their learning is sophistry, and their 
strong hold subtelty and self-conceit. Tlie ex- 
periment has been fairly made that the preacher 
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in India eminently needs to possess the advantages 
of extensive knowledge. 

We can see no means so likely to give perma- 
nency to the fruits of missionary enterprize, in In- 
dia as the contemplated college. It is lighting up 
a candle in the midst of darkness. Or to use a 
nore appropriate figure, it is erecting a fortress 
iu the heart of the enemies teriitory. It should 
be remembered that the language of Ceylon is the 
language of the continent—that we are pleading 
for an influence to be exerted on the millions of 
southern India. In what nation have missiouary 
etforts been followed by universal and permanent 
conversion to Christianity, without the aid for 
which we are contending ? How much is the re- 
ligion of England indebted to her early colleges # 
When the pilgrims had obtained footing on these 
shores, their first efforts were directed to founding 
a college. How much are we indebted to their ex- 
ertions. 

Tie missionaries who are on the ground, and 
who have fanhfully examined the subject, say 
that it is practicable. Nothing is wanting but an 
amount of funds which may be easily afforded. 
If the college were once endowed and put into op- 
eration, it would cost but little more to support 
students in it, who must soon leave the boarding 
sehiools, than it does to supportthem now. Leg 
every Christian consider with a thrilling interest, 
that a large number of the youths of every cast are 
already hopeful subjects of piety. Their influ- 
ence will decidedly favour the institution. Those 
that are not experimentally pious might be quali- 
fied to instruct, and to discharge other important 
offices. By contributing to give a new tone of 
sentiment and of feeling to the cominunity, and by 
sustaining the pillars of civil society, they may 
foster the interest of the college. We have a 
right to anticipate, that after a few years the in- 
stitution will obtain complete support, without 
any assistance fromus. It is not expected to have 
a {ull grown college at once. Such an institution 
must have its infancy there as well as here. Nor 
is it expected that the college will embrace in 
the compass of instruction all the various branches 
of polite literature, as taught in this country. 
Those branches only will be taught, which are es- 
sentially connected with the interests of the 
Christian religion. These are evidently the lan- 
guages, and physical and moral philosophy. 

The success of every enterprize depends much 
on improving the critical point of time. Our mis- 
sionary brethren are fast sinking under the bur- 
den of their labours. Shall the youths which 
they have been instrumental in raising from the 
depths of heathevism, and of converting to Chris- 
tianity be qualified to carry the torch of salvation 
through the dark regions of southern India? or 
must they soon return to their homes, to sink 
down into obscurity and be forgotten? This is a 
plain question. Can we hear it and feel no emo- 
tions ? Let us wake up to this subject, and act up- 
on itin such a manner that future generations may 
‘rise up and call us blessed. The object is to afford 
pecuniary aid, and to do it in a way that will not 
‘interfere with other charitable efforts. We must 
afford something to this object over and above what 
we are already contributing: In what manner we 
can do this let every man decide for himself. We 
iwoduld siuiply suggest the inquiry, will not every 
friend of humanity agree te devote 2 certain ex- 
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tra portion to this object, according as the Lord 
shali prosper him, for six months to come? Will 
not the professional man devote a small portion 
of his salary ; the merchant of his income; the 
inechanic of his earnings; the farmer, of the pro- 
duct of his flocks and fields? Especially does 
the returning season invite each proprietor and 
cultivator of this free and happy soil, to “ dedicate 
a lamb, or the product derived from one quarter 
of an acre of his ground, to Him who blesses and 
who blasts the labours of men, and who could 
sweep away the hopes of a year by one hail storm 
or inundation!” Will he probably regret it a vear 
hence? Willhe regret it in a dying hour? Will 
he regret it when he looks down from the skies, 
and behoids the rising glories of the church in al] 
the east ? 


NATIONAL TRACT SOCIETY. 


In our last we published the constitution of the Nation- 
al Tract Society lately formed in New-York. The fol- 
lowing are extracts from Addresses delivered on the occa- 
si0n. 


EXTRACT FROM MR. SOMERS’ ADDRESS. 


Mr. Somers, in moving that a subscription for 
$20,000 be opened to defray the expense of evect- 
ing a building, observed, that the union of the 
New-York and Boston Tract Societies in a Na- 
tional institution formed a new era in the history 
of our community ; that the two Societies were no 
longer like hamlets in the Alps, separated from 
each other by mountains of ice; that the Sun of 
righteousness had exerted its power, and had mell- 
ed down the barrier between them. He admired 
the liberality of the principle on which the Society 
was established. This was no Jesuitica) plan de 
signed to promote the interests of a sect. The 
constitution provides for an equal representation 
of the different denominations. It accords with 
the genius.of our republican institutions, and is 
calculated to produce union, and to secure the ap- 
probation of all evangelical Christians. 

T'o unite the whole country in a National In 
stitation, Mr. S. observed, one thing is indispens- 
able. Jt must be able to print cheaper than other 
societies. "This point will be secured, if the Insti- 
tution can be accommodated with a building for 
an extensive establishment. Such a_ building 
would afford facilities for operations on the largest 
scale; and if it could be erected withont taxing 
the funds of the Society, would enable it to sup- 
ply the whole country with Tracts on the most 
advantageous terms. 

Mr. S. then made some remarks to show that a 
building was needed.—If the American and New- 
York Tract Societies have already one half the 
number of presses employed by the American Bi- 
ble Society, as is stated by the Building Commit- 
tee, how many will the National Institution, want 
five years hence! ‘Taking into view the numer- 
ous Tract Societies already established in differ- 
ent parts of the land, which would naturally be- 
come auxiliary to the National Institution, togeth- 
er with the circumstance that Tract Societies in 
this country are yet in their infancy, and consider- 
ing also the rapid increase of our population, and 
the still more rapid increase of the reading class 
of the population, he thought that it would be 
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least would be constantly employed, and that the’ 
time wonld soon come when the operations of the 

American Society woald not be surpassed by 

those of the London Institution, which now prints 

ten millions of Tracts in a year, and keeps 20 pres. 

ses in constant employ ment. 

From these facts, and others which had been 
stated in the report of the Building Committee, 
Mr. S. considered it as a settled point, that a spa- 
cious edifice would soon be erected somewhere 
for the accommodation of the great National 
Tract Society in this country. New-York was 
undoubtedly the proper place for it; but if it was 
not built at New-York, it would be built at Boston. 
Our Boston brethren had signified their willing- 
ness todo it. He could not believe that under 
these circumstances New-York Christians would 
permit itto be said that the proposition was made 
to them, and that they declined it. 

Ifthe plan now proposed, says Mr. S. should 
succeed, and a National Society should go into op- 
eration in this city, we shall behold the glorious 
spectacle of Christians of all denominations labour- 
ing together to promote the honour of their Re- 
deemer, and the salvation of sinners, but if it fails, 
each denomiuation will support its own Society, 
and in a few years we shall see the country delu- 
ged with Tracts of a sectarian and controversial 
character, From such a calamity, he would say 
irom the bottom of his heart, “* Good Lord deliver 
us!” 


EXTRACT FROM DR. SPRING’S ADDRESS. 


The only thing to be feared by us, and the ouly 
thing actually feared by those persevering men 
who have given their conditional consent to this 
coalition, is that we shall uot bring to the work 
that toil and liberality which its high importance 
demands. Itisa very easy matter to digest a cou- 
stitution, to pass resolutions, and make fine speech- 
es in this hall; but it is quite a different business 
fo open our purses, and throw the same ardour 
and judgment into our conduct that glows hee 
pon our lips. And we have been significantly 
told, that it would be quite as well to inform our 
distant friends what we have done, as it is to tell 
them what we are able todo. Nor was the speak- 
er displeased with this well-timed suggestion. It 
is just what he expected to hear from men of in- 
telligence and active piety. The American Tract 
Society located at Boston, with whom this inter- 
esting union is proposed, and whose. very indefat- 
igable agent has, for a few days been among us, 
is not composed of men who will be satisfied to 
relinquish that noble Institution, or commit it to 
hands that will not foster it with unwearied assi- 
duity. I know them well. And better men for 
such a service [I do not know, nor men in whose 
charge the most sacred interests may be more se- 
curely entrusted. 

Nor let it be forgotten that the expectations of 
that Society may well be supposed to be of a pe- 
culiar kind. That Society has done more than 
all other Tract Societies in the country united.— 
It has already become a National Institution.— 
From the report of the building Committee on 
your table, you have seen that it has one hundred 
and twenty-five depositories of Tracts, in twenty 
states of the Union—that it has more than five 
hundred auxiliaries—that it holds Tracts in its 
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$15,000 ; and that it has a series of Tracts, ma- 
ling & volumes of 300 pages each, and as pi- 
ous, godly, useful series of Tracts as ever were 
printed. 

It is but a few years since that Society was a lit- 
de bandaged infant, that could not go alone; but 
i has grown up to manhood, and in its visits of 
mercy has well nigh scattered its inobstrusive bles- 
jvgs at the door of every cottage in the land.— 
The godly men and godly women of whow there 
ye not a few who are helpers in this joy, have 
patronized that [ustitution with a tenderness and 
vigilance that have done honour to their names.— 
{t is dear to them as the apple of theireye. Not 
a little of their influence, and not a few of thei: 
temporal interests are inwoven with its existing 
operations in their present form. But above ali, 
js it eudeared to them as one of the most efficient 
engines of benevolence of the present age. They 
had fondly? hoped to see it gathering strength un- 
der theic Own immediate nurture, and watch its 
progress far as the eye of faith could trace its ca- 
reer down toward the day of :nilleanial glory. 

And is it marvellous that New-England should 
hesitate, and be reluctant to part with this belov 
ed Institution? And yet, at your urgent solicita- 
tion, once and again repeated, they have conseut 
ed to remove their depository—to remove their 
agent—and, except for local ends, to silence their 
presses—to commit the concerns of that Institu- 
tion to your direction and become themselves your 
auxiliary. “The speaker did not know how this 
appeared to others, but to him it appeared to be a 
high expression of enlarged and truly Christian 
benevolence. And now that Society waits for 
some decisive pledge, that you will cherish it as 
they have done. And unless that pledge is giv- 
en, the negociation fails—and unless that pledge is 
given, the negociation ought to fail. He should 
deprecate the union so long as there exists reasous 
for a lurking suspicion that the Society will not 
be established upon a firm basis here, and its 
operations urged forward with vigour and perse- 
vevance. 

~~ eo 


The duty of instructing Children in Religion. 





Children have souls as well as men: they soon 
discover their capacity of reasoning, aud make it 
appear that they can learn the things of God and 
religion. The great God therefore expects that 
little children should be taught to know, and love, 
and worship him ; for he hath not bestowed their 
early powers in vain. 

Their souls also in their own nature are immor- 
tal; and thousands of them are summoned away 
fiom this world by death. The righteous Judge 
of the world will call the small as well as the great 
to his bar of account. All those whom he shall 
esteem capable of duty and sinning, must be an- 
swerable for their own personal conduct ; and how 
early he will begin torequire this account, he only 
knows. Parents therefore cannot begin too soon 
to let their children know that they have souls 
that must live when their bodies are dead ; they 
should instruct them there is a future judgment, 
and an account to be given of their behaviour in 
this life, as soon as they have well learnt there 
is a God, and what duties he requires of them. 

Iam by no means of their opinion, who let chil- 
dren grow up almost to the age of manhood before 
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their minds are informed cf the principles of re- 
ligion. Their pretence is, that the choice of reli- 
gion ought to be perfectly free and not biassed and 
influenced by the authority of parents, or the pow- 
er of education. But surely the great God who 
framed the soul of man, hath made it capable of 
learning religion and the knowledge of Gad, by 
the instruction of others in the years of childhoood, 
long before it is capabie of tracing out the knowl- 
edge of God and religion by its own reasoning 
powers; and why should not parents follow the 
ei der of God and nature? why should they not in- 
struct their childien in the knowledge and love and 
fear of God, as soon as they are capable of these 
divine lessons, and not leave them to grow up 
to their full bulk and size, like the offspring of 
brute animals, without God and without knowl- 
edge? 

Besides, doth not the very light of nature teach 
us that parents are entrusted with the care of their 
children in younger years, to furnish their minds 
with the seeds of virtue aud happiness, as weil as 
io provide for their bodies food and raiment ?— 
Are parents bound to take care of the flesh that 
perishes, and yet left at a loss, and unconcerned to 
‘ake any care of the immortal spiiits? Must 
they be afraid to teach their children the best way 
they know to everlasting life, for fear lest they 
should believe and practice it before their reason 
is ripe enough to choose a religion for themselves ? 
Will they let them trifle away their childhood and 
youth without the knowledge and love of God, 
for fear they should learn it too soon, or lest they 
should build their faith and practice too mach up- 
on the superior age, character and authority of 
their parents ? 

But let us inguire a little, What was this supe- 
rior age and knowledge, this superior character 
and authority of parents designed for, if not for the | 
care, instruction and. government of their tender 
ind ignorant offspring? And can we imagine 
this paternal authority, instruction and govern- 
ment, should reach to every other part of the 
child’s conduct, and exclude his religion ?-— 
Must the parent give him the best instruction, he 
can in the affairs of this perishing life, and refuse 
or neglect it in the things of everlasting momeat 
and divine importance? Is it not infinitely better 
that children should know and serve God, because 
their parents teach them to do it, than that they 
should be utterly ignorant of God, and live ina 
stupid neglect of him and his service? Can a re- 
ligious parent satisfy himself with this philosoph- 
ical pretence of not biassing the judgment of his 
children, and let them go on, and die before they 
arrive at manhood, in a state of shameful igno- 
rance and rebellion against their maker! Are 
children intrusted to the affection and care of pa- 
rents by the God of nature for so deplorable an 
end as this? And will the life and soul of the 
child never be required at the parent’s hand ? 

There may be many hours and seasons of life 
when parents may give notice to their children as 
they grow up to maturity, that religion ought to 
be a matter of their rational choice. They may 
be taught to examine the principles they received 
from their education and to settle their faith and 
practice upon solid grounds: but in the mean 
time, children ought to have sume notices of the 
great God who made them, instilled into their 
minds from their very infancy. They ought to be 
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led into that religion in which their parents hope 
to obtain acceptance with God, and happiness in 
This is the universal voice 
of nature, and it exclaims aloud against those bu- 
morous, slothful, or crael parents, who bring their 
children into a dangerous world, and into a state 
of existence which has no end; and yet take no 


the world to come. 


care to inform them how to escape the dangers of 


this world, nor how to seek the happiness of their 


endless existence. 
This is the solemn appointment of heaven, by 
express revelation. The command of Moses, the 
divine Lawgiver, the Proverbs of Solomon, the 
wisest of men, and the sacred epistle of St. Paul, 
the greatest of the Apostles, all concur, and repeat 
this advice, to leach the words of God to children, 
diligenily ; to irain up children in the way they 
should go ; and to educate them in the nurture and 
admonition of the true religion, See Deut. 6:6,7. 
Prov. 22:6. Eph. 6:4. 
And surely, if parents had but that just share of ten- 
deiness and affection for their young sons and their 
daughters that nature requires, or that Scripture 
enjoins ; if they did but look upon them as little parts 
of themselves, they could not forbear to acquaint 
them with the things that belong to their everlast- 
ing welfare. I might add this also as a final con- 
sideration, that if parents take no care tu inform 
their children of the duty they owe to God, they 
will quickly find that children will pay very little 
duty to their parents , and they will read their own 
crime of shameful negligence towards God, in the 
rebellion of their offspring against thémselves. 
= ___) 
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The Treasuress of the Female Education Society of 
New-Haven, acknowledges the receipt of twenty dollars 
from a Grand Mother in this city, to constitute two of her 
little Grand-daughters, Life Members of the Society. 

There is nothing in this gift which can purchase salva- 
tion for the giver. But it is certainly a very proper meas- 
ure. The redemption of the soul is precious. It was ef- 
fected for us by Christ, while we were yetenemies. Of- 
ferings of this kind go to show that we are sensible of his 
unsolicited goodness—if cheerfully made, they are an ac- 
ceptable sacrifice to God, and a pledge of his favour.— 
May this offering be such a pledge to the individual, who 
has thought fit so te apply it; and may the two others, in 
whose names it is presented, though now perhaps, unable 
fully to comprehend the high purpose of their being, live 
to do the same, and have the same consolation, 

The Society ia whose favour the above donation is 
made, has long been engaged in a course of benevolence 
whieh combines two objects most dear to the philaothro- 
pist—relief of existing want, and preparation for future 
nsefulness. It has done good which will not cease to be 
felt till long after those who have done ii, and those who 
have not done it, shall have returned together to the dust. 
It is human, and therefore has defects, but one which has 
fewer, or which, according to its means, has dose more 
good, we have not known. The Society and its object, 
deserve the attention of all who wish to do good. 


ORDINATION. 


Ordained at Millington on the 7th inst. the Rev. Her- 
man E. Vaili. Introductory prayer by the Rev. Mr. Vaill 
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field ; consecrating prayer by the Rev. Mr. Hovey of Say. 
brook ; charge to the pastor, by the Rev. Mr. Vail{ of 
Hadlyme ; address to the church and people by the Rey. 
Mr. Seales of West Chester; concluding prayer by the 
Rev. Mr. Marsh of Haddam. 


ON EXPOSING THE FAULTS OF CHRISTIANS 


To the Editor of the Religious Intelligencer. 

Sirk,—lu your pamber for April 20d, is an arti- 
cle copied from the Christian Watchman, on iy. 
consistency in professors of religion. Such incon. 
sistency is Commonly watched very closely, and 
when discovered, ttelligence of it is speedily and 
widely diffused. Christians undoubtedly have 
faults, nor have they any right, on account of their 
profession, to be exempt from those consequences 
which the wisdom and the justice of God, has 
connected with violations of honesty or general 
morality. It is also admitted that those faults 
inay, in some cases, where the motive of doing it 
is evidently charitable, be lawfully exposed.. Whe- 
ther the piece in question evivces such a motive, 
nay perhaps be questioned. With your permis- 
sion i will give it a brief examination. 
The first thing that strikes us is, the difficulty 
of determining from the piece itself, whether the 
writes meaut it for tact or fiction. From some 
rhetorical ornaments, such as “the sun’s riding 
high and dissipating the squalls of spring ;” and 
“ pouring obliquely a blaze of glory ou the bosom 
of the ocean;” “nature dressed in her gayest 
robes, inviting to pursue an object ;” together with 
other beauties of the same sort, we might suppose 
that the writer had something in view, beside a 
bare statement of facts. But for reasons which 
will soon appear, we cannot admit that it is a fic- 
tion. We toust therefore suppose that the writer 
actually complied with the invitation of nature, 
went on board the ship, and saw and heard every 
thing as he describes it. Then the eredit of the 
story respecting the Deacon, belongs to the Cap- 
tain. Let us see how much probability it carries, 
It inmmediately occurs to us, that it is the story 
of a sailor, a class of men, as Captain Riley’s 
Narrative abundantly shows, addicted, to amypli- 
fication in speech and description. Amplification 
we should certainly expect in this case, as the Cap- 
tain is evidently under the influence of what he 
calls “quick feeling ;” displays bis antipathy to 
the “old rascal,” and is resolved to “ stir upa 
fine breeze with the old hynocrite,” if he ever 
visits the village again. Few of us, I apprehend, 
would wish to have our characters staked on the 
testimony of a witness who allowed himself to 
entertain such feelings towards us. 
Then in comparing the parts of the story with 
one another, we find something very wonderful. 
The Deacon was in the constant practice of mix- 
ing water with his spirits, and sand with his sugar ; 
and yet he had the name of being “ the inmost pi- 
ous man inal] the village.” The Captain might 
tell this to landsmen and marines, but he certain- 
ly would not hdve told it to the sailors. And if it 
had been fiction, the writer would have shown 
more regard to verisimilitude. 
Such is the story which we have respecting the 
Deacon, one of an order, odious beyond most 
others, to the sons of Belial; most of them: odious 
for no other reason than their inflexible upright- 
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will doubtless think it a strange story ; ethers will 
reject it as absolutely false ; and others, who ne- 
yer could have any confidence in accounts of con- 
yersions, however attested, in statements of mis- 
onary successes, in reports of Bible and other 
Societies, will believe every word of this. 

On account of the latter class of persons, I will 
add « remark on the propriety of proclaiming 
the faults of professors of religion. All who are 
looked upon as pious, among which are nearly all 
those who profess religion, are considered as mod- 
els, and their conduct sought to be inntated with 
more or less exactness. It cannot be otherwise, 
Thev are the light of the world, and it is by the 
shining of that light that others are induced to glo- 
rity God. Tt ought then, to be permitted to shine, 
and not darkened by an unnecessary exposure of 
their faults. A Christian ought not to expose his 
own faults without necessity or obvious utility— 
much less ought any other person to expose them. 
The reason is that a sin which he has commited 
with great remorse of conscience, will, if known, 
be committed by others without remorse. There 
is ne hypocrisy in this. It is a principle on which 
all mankind actevery day. Would you tell a child 
the faults of its parents? You would uot, even if 
the parents were your enemies. You would not, 
onthe ground that the parent is the standard of 
the child’s morality, which standard ought to be 
kept.as high as possible. Many parents who do 
not generally restrain their tongues from cursing, 
are careful enough to do it in presence of their 
children, knowing very well how ready the chil- 
dren are to take advantage of their example. No- 
body justifies them in profanity in any circum- 
stances or in any place ; but if they indulge in it at 
all, every body is glad if their children are not ex- 
posed to the contagion. But some men will be in- 
jured by such examples far more than children. 
Ifa professor of religion commits one sin, they will 
commit ten. While, therefore, I agree to all that 
cai be said respecting the evils of inconsistency, 
] think those evils should not be increased by dif- 
fusiou ; nor magnified by an unnecessary disclo- 
sure, even of facts. 





Winchester, March 24, 1825. 


Mr. Epiror.—Will you allow me to lay be- 
fore your readers the ®tollowing note? It isthe 
first instance of the kind, and contains an exain- 
ple not only worthy of imitation, but will doubtless 


“ provoke very many” to sow alike * bountilully.” 
H, S. Ageut. 


“ Rev. Mr. Sessions :—Sir,—The female Be- 
nevolent Society of Winchester obligate them- 
selves to pay one hundred dollars annually for 
four years, to the United Foreign Missionary So- 
ciety forthe education of av Indian youth in the 
Foreign Mission School at Cornwall. We here- 
with enclose a hundred dollar note as our first an- 
nual payment, and request you to see that a suit- 
able youth be selected, and the money properly ap- 
plied. We are not particular about the nation to 
which he shall belong, but wish him to possess pi- 
ety and talents that shall render him useful in the 
ministry of our lord and Saviour. We also wish 
the name of Wituiam Hiit may be given him, 
in affectionate remembrance of our much loved 
and respected pastor. 


Revivals of Religion. 


729 
REVIVALS OF RELIGION. 


REVIVALS IN OHIO. 


A correspondent in Huron Co. Qhio, says in a 
late tour through Sandusky County, my feelings * 
were really touched with a sense of their destitute 
situation, where members of the Presbyterian 
Church, told me that thev had been there two 
years, and during that time had never hearda 
Sermon from a preacher of that denomination.— 
I have promised to take a Missionary there, and 
give them a few Meetings, if iny life is spared.— 
How much good a faithful Missionary (whose 
constituuion would be equal to the fatigue) might 
do in Seneca and Sandusky Counties, we cannot 
calculate,—they are now full of people where 4 
years ago it was a howling wilderness, just desert- 
ed by the uatives. We have about 12 Churches 
in this County—one of which was blessed with 
a revival last year—another is now enjoying a 
most refreshing shower—the third is awakened in 
some degree ; for these diops of mercy we feel to 
be very thankful; we do hope it is a token for 
good, and that the Lord will continue to bless his 
people and build up his cause here. 





REVIVALS IN NEW-JERSEY. 


A correspondent in New-Jersey informs us that 
there are about 70 persons in Springfield, and 70 
more in Westfield, who express a hope that they 
have been born again since the commencement 
of the revival in those places. Of those in. West- 
field, he says, “they are of all ages, from 10 to 
64, and 20 are heads of families. The following 
case is worthy of particular notice. At one meet- 
ing for inquiry, were found seated, a grand parent, 
his two sons, anda little grandson. The little 
grandson submitted to God, and indulged a hope 
first; mark his footsteps. He went and set up 
family worship in his father’s house. Next, the 
father was rejvicing, and he went and erected the 
family altar in she grandfather’s house. Soon 
after the grandfather was born again. Was not 
this literally, “from: the least to the greatest.” 
The meetings have been unusually solemn and 
interesting. At one evening meeting, seven pro- 
fessed to obtain hope, and in several others, two 
or three. Hardly a house has been passed by.” 

In addition to the above, we learn from the 
Newark Eagle, “that the glorious work of di- 
vine grace, is, at this moment, proceeding ina 
inost encouraging imanner, in Newark, Bloom- 
field, Orange, Elizabethtown, Connecticut Farms 
and New-Providenace. The good work also con- 
tinues without abatement in several churches ip 
Morris couuty.”— Odserver. 





ENCOURAGING PROSPECTS IN LOWER CANADA. 


The Rev. Isaac Perkins, who is stationed at 
Laprairie, a. very flourishing village near Mon- 
treal, on the main road leading from that city to 
the United States, gives a very encouraging ac- 
count of the prospects of religion in that part of 
Lower Canada. He states, thatthe last annual 





{ Fan, Vis.| “ANN HOYE, President.” 


meeting of the Montreal Bible Society was at- 
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tended by at least three tines as many persons as 


the meeting of the preceding year; that the re- 
ceipts of the Laprairie Branch Bible Society had 
more than quadrupled in the course of one year: 
the amount at the first anniversary having been 
only 20 dollars, and at the second more than 90 ; 
at the third Mr. P. thinks it will be nearly 200 
dollars. The Society is cordially patronised by 
several Catholics, and its receipts have been much 
augmented by an association of ladies who have 
engaged in the cause with great spirit. A Sunday 
School has been established, and is in a very pros- 
perous state, and an effort is about to be made 
for the establishment of a Lancasterian School, 
for one hundred children. The meetings for pub 
lic worship are at present held in a large room 
fitted up for the occasion, but Mr. P. thinks it 
probable that attempts will soon be made to build 
achurch, The following extracts from his letter 
contain additional information which will be found 


interesting. NV. Y. Obs. 


“T have preached at Laprairie on the sabbath 
morning, and alternately at Sherrington and L’- 
Acadie inthe afternoon. I have also preached 
occasionally at St. John’s, and once at a new set- 
tlement about 16 or 18 miles to the south-west, 
where a very considerable sensation had been 
produced by the zealous labours of a pious young 
man, a student for the ministry from Burlington, 
who, for the benefit of his health, had come to 
visit a relation in the settlement. His spirit was 
stirred within hiny while he beheld their destitute 
condition, and whatever academic regularity may 
have prescribed, like the apostles, and I really 
think with the same primitive zeal and benevo- 
lence, he could not but speak of the things which 
he had seen and heard. Faith and love “produce 
courage and effort. This poor people have con- 
ceived, amidst a thousand difficulties, that they 
may find out a way to support this pious young 
man and his wife, if he can be prevailed upon, or 
if his circumstances will permit him to come 
among them. #1 already find im brother Christmas 
that two are better than one, and should this take 
effect, it will I trust form a threefold cord which 
will not be quickly broken. 

“Tn all the places which I have visited, the peo. 
ple appear to feel more deeply interested in the 
great subject of religion. The number of names 


subscribed to the constitution of our Christian 
society has been very much augmented. Ou 


bast quarterly meeting was fully attended, and 
many came from places 16 and 18 iiles distant. 
I am not, indeed, able to inform you of numerous 
and striking conversions.—God has his own time 
and his own manner of favouring Zion: but in 
the view of an attentive observer, the truth evi- 
dently prevails, not indeed with the noise of a 
mountain torrent, but with the gradual swelling of 
the peaceful lake, fed without observation by a 
thousand tributary streams; not supplied by the 
rushing storm or the pouring slower, but by the 
melting snow dissolved by the gentle rays of an 
April sun ; and long before cold calculating rea 
son is aware, Canada shall be full of the knowl. 
edge of the Lord as the waters cover the sea. 

“ Both the people and myself, beg to ackuow!l- 
edge with gratitude the kindness of the‘commit- 
tee and at the same time humbly to solicit the con- 


Monthly Concert. 
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much pleasure to exchange the blessedness of je. 
ceiving for that of giving ; but it is my earneg 
desire to do the will of my heavenly father, whe. 
ther by giving or receiving, and to be thankfyj 
that by bis grace accompanying the dispensations 
of his Providence, he has prepared me to Occupy 
a field of labour with gratitude and contentment, 
which youthful pride and false views of indepey. 
dence would have rendered irkvome. I hye 
learnt, I trust from the right Teacher, to lay my. 
self, in the name of Jesus, under obligation to any 
who will assist me in promoting his honour and in 
extending his kingdom. It may possibly occu; 
tothe minds of some that if 22d. couid be raised 
in the year for the Bible Society that something 
more might be done for the support of the preach. 
ing of the gospel; but it must be remembered 
that several of those who contributed to the B. §. 
are Roman Catholics,—that the B. S. is an in- 
stituion peculiarly adapted to this country and of 
the last importance,—and that for such an object 
Lean personally solicit contributions which deli- 
cacy would forbid with respect to my own sup- 
port. Indeed education and the bible are of the 
ulmost moment in this country where they have 
been so much neglected.” 
MONTHLY CONCERT. 

The monthly meeting for prayer at Park-street 
church is usually well attended, and its exercises 
made interesting to all who feel an interest in the 
missionary cause; but, on Monday evening last, 
tie house was filled to overflowing, and the exer- 
cises were rendered doubly attractive by the pres- 
ence of the Rev. Mr. Ellis, an English Missiona- 
ry, who has recently arrived in America, and who 
spent six years among the natives of the Society 
Islands, and nearly two years at the Sandwich 
Islands. 

Deferring until a future evening a particular 
account of the Sandwich I-lands, Mr. Ellis, in an 
address of considerable length, (though far from 
being tedious or wearisome,) exhibited in deep- 
drawn colors, a picture of the former deplorable 
and brutal condition of the inhabitants of the So- 
ciety Islands in the South Pacific ocean. He 
next adverted to the great and happy change 
which within a few years, had been wrought in 
their situation, apparent to every superficial ob- 
server who visits their shores—aad lastly derail- 
ed the means by which the moral darkness, [that 
for centuries hung over them, had been dispelled. 
After noticing ‘briefly the situation, extent and 
population of the islands in question, he carries 

back his silent and attentive auditory to the days 
when these isles of the sea were scarcely known to 
a civilized world; when nature appea:cd in all her 
heathen and degraded wildness, and when the 
light of Christianity had not reflected a single ray 
from either continent to illuine these gloomy 
and lonesome shores. ‘ Domestic happiness,” 

says he, “that solace of all our care, of all our 
grief,” not only did not exist among them, but 
their own native language, sufficiently copious, it 
would seem, for other pyrposes, did not afford it 
even a name. The female sex, “the last best 
gift of Heaven to man,” were sunk in the lowest 
state of degradation. Compelled to perform a 





tmnuance of their assistance. It would afford me 


great share of the labor and drudgery, they were 
not permitted to eat from or even touch the dish 
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ed by the other sex. Intoxication was a char- 
eristic of the natives generally—and, before 
yey were discovered or visited by Europeans, 
yey made use of a sort of fruit, growing spontane- 
wsly in the islands, to intoxicate and henumb their 
geulties. Theft, instead of being avoided and 
jespised, Was universally practised, and consider- 
ja virtue. Sorcery prevailed to an extensive 
nd almost incredible degree—so much so, that 
ey believed those persons, who were not killed 
in battle or by poison, or were not sacrificed, were 
ent from the world by the incantations of the sor- 
rer. A want of natural affection extensively 

revailed among thein—imore than two thirds of 
the infants brought into existence, were destroyed 
tither by being strangled, drowned, or burned 
jlive. Nor were the children less cruel towards 
their parents, for they tormented and murdered 
them under very aggravating circumstances. The 
sovernment of these islands was indeed tyranni- 
cal, and, if possible, worse than savage—for the 
Jightest offence, the king or chief despatched his 
subjects with a club or spear—and when it better 
suited his heathenish purpose, they were ordered 
to he buried alive in an erect position, with their 
heads just above the surface of the ground, and 
there left to linger out a painful and miserable ex- 
istence—or, they were often decapitated, or put in 
an old canoe, bound hand and foot, and sunk in 
the depths of the sea. Like thousands and mil- 
lions of the human family in other places, they 
worshipped idols of wood and stone, the works of 
men’s hands—they offered their children in sacri- 
fice to their deities, and even gave them into the 
mouths of sharks, which they supposed to be gods 
—their children were also thrown into burning 
volcanoes to appease the wrath of the gods, and to 
prevent a like eruption. If they built places of 
worship or templesfor their gods, every pillar and 
post must be bottomed on a human! body, which 
they slew wherever they could lay their hands on 
a fellow being. ‘Their wars on the water -were 
conducted in canoes, fastened together, and when 
at a distance, by stones and slings, but when near 
their enemies, by clubs, and spears, and javelins. 
Their wars on land, were distinguished by still 
more barbarous and horrid cruelties—not an indi. 
vidual of a vanquished foe was spared—mothers 
and children, the aged and infirm, were alike sub- 
ject to their ferocity—whole villages, with all they 
contained, were burnt to the ground. The prece- 
ding is but a bird’s eye view of the highly interes- 
ting, though melancholy tale, of their former de- 
plorable condition, as related by the reverend 
speaker; but, thanks to the Author of all good, 
their situation was now changed, the bright side of 
the picture was yet to be presented. ‘They now 
enjoyed, as heretofore, the same healthy climate, 
the same fertile soil, and the same picturesque and 
romantic scenery; but instead gi the lowly and 
miserable hut, they now possessed comfortable and 
substantial cottages, with roofs well thatched, and 
walls well plastered with lime made of coral, which 
they plunged into the sea to obtain. Every sta- 
tion now contains two or three school-houses and 
a meeting-house, which is usually large, often 
from sixty to a hundred feet in length. Men and 
women now appear decently and properly clad ; 
industry generally prevails; tyranny is abolished ; 
the lives of children are spared ; families live to- 


Latest from Burmah. 






















73! 


tives and friends are visited and assisted, and char 
itable societies are formed for this purpose ; sorce- 
ry and poisoning exist only in memory ; sobriety 
now bears more universal rule than intoxication 
once did ; their government is established on Chris- 
tian principles ; courts of justice and trials by jury 
are now in successful operation ; the power of the 
king is limited, and wors are almost unknown; 
idolatry is totally abolished ; the stones which 
once formed their heathen temples, are now used 
to build churches, consecrated to the, living God. 
There are now about twelve thousand persons able 
to read understandingly—three thousand children 
are under instruction, and all the books used in 
schools are derived from the scriptures. ‘Twenty- 
eight houses of public worship are already built, 
aud are visited by large congregations. Secret 
prayer is performed by all, and family worship is 
instituted and sacredly observed. Prayer meet- 
ings and Sabbath schools are formed and univer- 
sally encouraged; eight thousand persons have 
been baptized ; eleven churches formed, contain- 
ing in all two thousand members; and the ordi- 
nance of the Lord’s Supper is administered on the 
first Sunday in every month. Several of the ad- 
jacent islands have been visited by the natives of 
the Society islands, and an apparent moral change 
has marked their course. 
These surprising and powerful changes, Mr. 
Ellis remarked, were not effected by an invading 
army, by sorcery, by terror, or by bribery ; but by 
the simple means of preaching Christ the hope of 
sinners. In March, 1797, the first mission was 
established ; but in 1807, a cruel war broke out 
among the chiefs, and all the missionaries, save 
two, were compelled to fee. In 1811, however, 
they returned and resumed their labors; and in 
July, 1812, the first king was baptized. From 
this time their exertions began to be abundantly 
blessed ; forty-seven, the same year, were baptized, 
and their numbers and their zeal, and their sour- 
ces of happiness have continued to increase to the 
present time, as before mentioned.— Zion’s Her. 


LATEST FROM BURMAH. 


At the monthly Prayer-Meeting of the Bap. 
tist Churches in Boston on Monday evening, at 
Rev. Dr. Baldwin’s Meeting-House, letters from 
the Baptist Missionaries in Calcutta were read, 
which gave information of the continuance of 
the warin Burmah. The British arms had thus 
far triumphed, and the governors (or Barman 
mahoons) who had opposed their authority were 
subjected. A revolution had been effected at 
Ava, headed by the King’s brother-in law and the 
Queen, whi, it is said, caused the King’s head to 
be cut off in the palace. On the same day, the 
young prince, heir of the empire, stormed the pal- 
ace with his adherents, and put to death the broth- 
er-in-law and the Queen. ‘The unfortunate King 
had beeninclined to close the war by a submission 
to the English, to which his Queen and brother- 
in-law were opposed. The spirit with which the 
war had been prosecuted by the Bucmans had led 
to a very great improvidence in the sowing of 
their rice, their chief substitute for bread. The 
harvest, of course, was insufficient for their wants, 
and a famine had commenced its desolations. So 
great were their necessities, that it was conjectur- 
ed they would be obliged to sue for peace. They 
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had. however, been endeavouring to rally for a de- 
cisive battle, which at the latest accounts in No- 


vember had not taken place. 


No particulars have come to hand, on which 
dependence may be placed, respecting the pres- 
ent circumstances of Mr. and Mrs. Judson, and 
A report was circulating that they 
had been imprisoned with certain privileges, of 
being allowed to take the air, &c. ; but it is hoped 
the fact isso well known, that they are Americans, 
and not the subjects of Great Britain, that suspi- 
cious respecting them have dissipated, and their 
The best, however, which 
we can imagine of their circumstances, shows the 
importance of bearing them on our hearts at the 


Dr. Price. 


liberty been restored. 


throne of grace, and in:ploring for them that pro 
tection which they need 


proach amongst the heathen 7” 


Mr. Wade and wife, and Mr. Hongh and wife 
had left Rangoon, and the two first had arrived at 


Calcutta. —Ch. Watchman. 


FROM THE FAMILY VISITOR. 





CHEROKEE IMPROVEMENTS. 


A Moral and Literary Society was instituted in 
the Cherokee Nation bast November, having for 
is object the suppression of vice, the encourage- 


ment of morality, and the general unprovement 
of the nation. 
drawn up, was presented to the Legislative Coun- 
cil of the Nation, ut its late session at New town, 
and received the sanction of that body. ‘Phe 
funds of the Society are to be expended im pro- 
curing a Library of the must approved works on 
Morality, Religion, History, Jurisprudence, and 
general Literature. The first general meeting is 
to be held at New-Town, the seat of Goverimment 
for the nation, ou the 3d Monday in October nex), 
when an Oration, in the English and Cherokee 
languages, ts to be delivered by Mr. David Brown, 
and in case of his sickness or absence, by Mr. 
John Ridge, both of whom are well known i the 
United States as young men of tine talents and 
education. The following ave the Officers for the 
present year: —Col. Waher S. Adair, President ; 
Hon. Jas. Daniel, Judge Superior Court, 1st V. 
President ; Elijali Hicks, Clerk Wa. Council, 2d 
Vice President; Lewis Ross, Merchant 3d Vice 
Presideat ; Elias Boudinot, Corresponding Secre 

tary: A M‘Coy, Clerk .Va. Com. T'reasurer and 
Librarian: John Ross, Pres. Nu. Committee ; 
Richard Taylor, Member of Nu. Commitiee ; Capt. 
George Hicks; John Ridge, Member of Na, Com- 
mittee; David Brown; Jos, Crutchfield ; David 
Vann, Member of Na. Com; Wm. Williams ; 
Samuel Adair, Maj. Geo. M. Waters. 

It will be seen by the subjoined extract of a let- 
ter from John Ridge to the editor of the Boston 
Recorder and Telegraph, that the Cherokee lan- 
guage is now reduced: to system, that the legisla- 
ture are about to establish an Academy of high 
order at the capital, and have already begun to re- 


Cherokee Improvements.—New Year’s Day. 


Although for thein to 
die may be gain, yet, when we think of the value of 
thei services to the Mission which they have suc- 
cessfully commenced in the gathering of a church 
in this heathen land, shall we not lift up our hearts 
in the earnest supplication, and say,—** Spare thy 
people, O Lord, aud give not thine heritage to re- 


The Constitution, which is well 
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The friends of the Society conceived its esta). 
lishment would have a beneficial influence on i, 
citizens generally, who were capable of enjoyiy 
the benefits of a literary repast. It has been wei) 
received ; and gentlemen of the first respectabiliry 
have approved of it, and have enrolled their name, 
in the list of members. The word Literary is ys.q 
asa part of the Society’s denomination. As jy is 
not intended, it will not be expected, that eloquer, 
dissertations on general science, or Jiterary dis. 
coveries, will emanate from this infant society. 
Its disposition to improve ; and hold the fond cop. 
nexion of fraternity with other societies in the J, 
S. of the kind, will be an excitement to its mem. 
bers, to drink as plentifully, as their means will 
admit, froin scientific fountains already opened, 
and as others shail flow in futute times. 

The late Council resolved to establish a Nation- 
al Academy at New-Town, the Cherokee seat of 
Governmeut. An edifice for the Acaceiny is to 
be built of brick, forty feet square, two stories 
high, with four chimnies and eight fire places. 
The lower room will be furnished with sufficien: 
seats and desks for the couvenience of students, 

The Cherokee language is now reduced to sys- 
tem. Mr. George Guess, a Clierokee who does 
not understand the English, has invented alpha- 
betical characters, consisting of 86, each being a 
sound or syllable. In this way the Indians now 
correspond with their Arkansaw brethren with fa- 
cility. 
benefit which Mr. Guess has conferred to the Na- 


system, resolved that a silver medal, bearing a suit- 
able inscription, be procured and presented to him 
as a testimonial of their gratitude to him for his 
useful discovery.—The limits of a newspaper col- 
umn would not be compet to admit a full ac- 
count of this Nation’s improvement. The effects 
i f the laudable policy of the General Government 
and the Missionary Societies of the U. S. are stri- 
kingly displayed in almost every family of this 
Nativu. 





NEW YEAR’S DAY. 
From a Letter by the late Rev. J. Newton. 





New Year’s day is usually with me like a hill- 
top, on which, when the traveller has gained, he 
inakes a pause and looks about him; he turns his 
eve upon ihe road he has already past, thew to the 
prospect on each side, but especially he looks for- 
ward towards his journey’s end, and the thought 
cheers his und and renews bis strength. 

The review of my past life suggests much cause 
for praise, and much for humiliation. I suppose 
every believer thinks his own case singular, but 
there are some so much out of the common way, 
that they appear more striking and extraordinary 
than others. LI think mine as remarkable as most. 
I have still some faint remembrance of my pious 
mother, and the care she took of my education, 
and the impression it made on me when | was a 
child, for she died when I was in my seventh year. 
I had even then frequent intervals of serious 
thoughts. But evil and folly were bound up iv 
my heart ; my repeated wanderings from the good 
way became wider and wider, f increased in wick- 
edness as in years; but you have my narrative, and 





waré the promoters of learning. 


I need not tell you bow vile and how miserable I 





The Legislature, in consideration of the 


tion, by reducing and forming the language into 
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yas, and how presumptuously | sat in the Chair of 
be Scorner, before I was wwenty years old. My 
jeliverances were almost miraculous. Surely, | 
may say mercy and goodness have followed and 
grounded me in every step. But, alas! what un 
gaieful returns on my part! I see the monuments 
of the Lord’s goodness, and of my own shame, set 
w like mile-stones all along the road; but there 
we many more of both sorts than I can possibly 
cunt. When I look to the right hand and the 
left, I seem to travel on a turnpike road, throngh 
,country that is full of swamps, bogs, precipices, 
and pathless forests. I see littie but sin and mis- 
ey around me. How many sink before my eyes! 
How many pine aud suffer in vain, not knowing 
shere to look for help! How many are passing 
this present hour in pain, sickuess, and penury, 
aad the more grievous distresses of guilt, remorse, 
and terror of mind! while I am favoured with 
health, peace, and plenty. 

But the best prospect, when Faith is in exercise, 
s before us, especially to those who are more ad- 
vanced in years. J am now old, and [ know not 
the day of my death, and can it be that I am with 
ina few years, perhaps months, or weeks of join 
ing in the songs, and sharing in the joys of those 
who are now before the Tinone? May I expec: 
soon to see my Saviour without a veil, face to face, 
mall hisglory, and in all his love? If so, whv 
am T thas! Why am I no more affected and en- 
livened by this blessed hope, which, faintly as it 
impresses me, I would not part with it for a thon- 
sand worlds? Alas! a body of sin and unbelief 
weighs me down. Thus, when a bird witha stove 
tied to its foot attempts to fly, the weight pulls 
itback, and it flutters its wings in vain. Our life 
issafely hid with Christ in God; but it will be a 
ile of warfare while we continue, let us fight on: 
tie Captain of our Salvation is near; see! he 
holds the prize in view! Hark! He speaks,“ Be 
thou faithful unto death, and I will give thee a 
crown of life!” 

On New Year’s mornings I usually preach to 
old pilgrims. My text this year (1799) was Psa. 
xxxix. 7. I have seen and known as much of 
such good as this world can afford, as most people. 
l have seen an end of all its perfections ; I have 
ven ard felt, thata thread of vaniiy and vexa- 
uon of spirit runs through the whole, the best of 
itis defiled and defective ; and when we are sitn- 
ated the most to our wish, there is still something 
'Oremind us, “ This is not your rest.” What then 
do [ wait for? Methinks I would not live here 
always. But if I may be enabled to honour the 
Lord by my profession and ministry, I ought to 
be willing to wait my appointed time, though (if 
such weie his pleasure) it should be to the age of 
Methuselak. 


CHINA, 

A singular proclamation istued by the Foo-yuen, 
er Sub-Viceroy of Canton, De. ember 28, 1822, trans- 
lated by Dr. Morrison, exhibits the character of his 
Excellency Ching in a very flattering light. The ob- 
jects of this proclamation are stated in eight words: 
Encourage Industry, Establish Education, Praise 
Virtue, Repress Vice. The proclamation is introdu- 
ced by the following declaration :-— 

_ “ Ancient tulers (says the Foo-yuen) thought that, 
if one mam was unreclaimed, it must be some fault in 


China.— Opposition to the free distribution of the Scriptares: 





the ruler. ‘Leommenced life (adds he) as a Che 
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heen magistrate, and in Canton province | served 
twenty years. I was removed to Shantung and to 
Honan ; and now I am placed here in the situation of 
Foo-yuen, beariug also the office of Censor-general, 
General Adviser of his Imperial Majesty, and a Cap- 
tain empowered to call forth the army of Canton 
Music and women; goods and gains; revelry and 
avarice have no charms forme. My only. constant, 
unremitted, heedful, anxious desire (which I dare not 
decline to cherish) is, that I may look on national 
affairs as if they were my domestic affairs, and the 
affairs of the poor people as if they were my own 
personal aflairs.’”’ 


Opposition to the free distribution of the Scriplures. 

The Roman-Catholic opposition to the free distri- 
bution of the Scriptures appears to become more de- 
termined and systematic, as will appear from the 
following passages from the Annual Pastoral Charge 
of the Irish Roman-Catholic prelates. We need 
make no comment on such a document. 

‘In this church, dearly beloved brethren, you pos- 
sess the fountain of all true knowledge, and the tribu- 
nal where God himself presides. He speaks to you by 
the mouths of all her pastors, whom when you heur, you 
hear him. Never deviate from her decisions; they 
are the decisions of the Holy Ghost, who governs her, 
and always preserves the purity of her doctrine.”’ 

‘“Qur Holy Father recommends to the observance 
of the faithful, a rule of the Congregation of the In- 
dex, which prohibits the perusal of the sacred Scrip- 
tures in the vulgar tongue, without the sanction of the 
competent authorities. His Holiness wisely remarks, 
‘that more evil than good is found to result from the 
indiscriminate perusal of them, on account of the mal. 
ice or infirmily of men.’ In this sentiment of our 
head and chief we fully concur; and a sad experi- 
ence of its justice is found in the excesses and con- 
flicting errors of those sects amongst whom such 
perusal is unrestrained. With us it is not so; and 
approved versions of the holy Scriptures, with notes 
explanatory of the text, are read by many of you 
with edification and advantage. We rejoice, dearly 
beloved, that the Word of God should dwell abun- 
dantly with you; it is useful to teach, to reprove, to 
correct, to instruct in justice ; and when read with 
piety and devotion, especially in families and at the 
time of prayer, it assists the man of God whose 
heart is humble and whose understanding is captiva- 
ted to the obedience due to Christ and to his holy 
church, to become perfect, and to be furnished unte 
every good work. But as heresies have arisen, and 
preverse doctrines, ensnaring souls and precipitating 
them into the abyss, have been broached enly when 
the good Scriptures have been bad!y understood, and 
when that which was badly understood was rashiy 
and boldly asserted ; it is necessary that such pas- 
sages as are hard to be understood, and which the 
ignorant and unsettled daily wrest to their own per- 
dition, be always received in that sense which the 
church of God has assigned to them, and which is the 
same that she has been taught by the Holy Ghost.” 

“As to the books which are distributed by the B- 
ble Society, under the names of Bibles, or Testa- 
nents, or tracts, or whatsoever name may be given te 
them, as they treat of religion, and are not sanction- 
ed by us, or by any competent authority im the Catho 
lic Church, the use, the perusal, the reading, or re- 
taining of them, is entirely, and without any ezception, 
prohiinted to you. To euter into their merits or de- 
merits is foreign to our purpose; such of them as 
have come under our observation are replete with er- 
rers, many, of them are heretical, and generally they 
abound iw calumnies or misrepresentations against 
our holy religion: as such, they are carefully to be 
avoided; and should any of them happen to be in 
your possession, they are to he restored to the per- 
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sons who may have bestowed them to you, or otlher- 
wise to be destroyed, except only Bibles or Testa- 
ments, which, if not returned to the donors, are to be 
deposited with the parish priest. 

‘ Such Books have been, and ever will be, execrated 
by the Catholic Church; and hence those salutary 
laws and ordinances, whereby she has at all times 
prohibited her children to read or retain them; nay, 
why she has frequently ordered them to be commit- 
ted to the flames.” 


INFLUENCE OF EXAMPLE. 





LETTER OF THE REV. DR. SCOTT. 





“ Chapel Street, Nov. 25, 1796. 
* Dear Sir, 
*eeseseesrveeee & T aDDrehend that the energy of evan- 
gelical principles in producing holiness, both of 
heart and life, is the grand thing to be insisted on 
by the true friends of the gospel, at all times, but 
especially in such a day as the present. Nothing 
ean convince more seber people that our doctrines 
are worth contending for, unless we can shew them 
their inseparable connexion with real good works : 
nothing can stop the mouths of reviling enemies 
and scoffers, but the unanswerably silencing lan- 
guage of the holy lives uniformly led by those who 
profess the doctrines of grace. Within the profes 
sing church, numbers are deceived by a form of 
knowledge, and by an unholy confidenice and sel- 
fish joy, for want of attending duly to this subject : 
others are kept low, and continue comparatively 
unfruitful, because they are not suitably impressed 
With its importance : and, without, multitudes have 
their prejudices riveted, inquirers are stumbled, 
and despisers are emboldened, by what they wit- 
ness among professors; which confirms their no- 
tion that the doctrines of grace tend to laxity of 
morats, and consequently are useless or pernicious. 
What do ye more than others 2 ovr Lord says to his 
disciples and toeachofus. With our principles, 
hopes, privileges, obligations, example, and assist- 
ances, we certainly shall, if we act consistently, do 
more than others; and whatever tends to promote 
the peace and purity of the church, or the stability, 
fruitfulness, and comfort of believers, as efiectual- 
ly tends to spread the gogpel, as preaching to care- 
less sinners, or sending missionaries into distant 
regions. These ought we to do, and not to leave the 
other undone. I never yet saw a few consistent, 
peaceable, exemplary believers in any place, but 
they won over in time, some of their neighbours 
and relations, and rendered the gospel respected 
»ven by those without: but I have repeatedly seen 
a company of high professors, zealous for doc- 
trines, and loud in disputes, but lax in their prac- 
tice, who have set numbers against the gospel, and 
made it despised an! hated, wore than usual, by 
all around them. [a this day of infidelity, in 
which Satan is inspiring his servants to uncom- 
mon exeriions against the whole fabric of Chris- 
tianity, books and sermons will do littie, unless we 
can Oppose to its pregress, not only theoretical 
discourses on the tendency of the gospel, but also 
appeals to facts eoncerning its efficacy in render- 
ing men hody in all manner of conversation. Ou 
children, servants or meighbours will be better pre 
ed fom infidelity, and more led to think of re 
lycon, by witnessing and feeling that the gospel 
nees happy effects on us, especially iw our 
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Influence of Example.—Providential Deliverance. 
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Thus we make a lodgment in their consciencad 
which they cannot get ridof. If they see ys p,, 
pier and better than other men, they cannot | 
feel the difference, even if they would willing) 
deny it; but if they can fancy themselves aby 
as good without the gospel as we are with it, », 
ture will lead them to slight it without remorse. 
Our conductalso must shew men what we mean} 
conversion, a new creation, being born of Goj 
&c. We must embody such subjects, and be liy 
ing examples and illustrations ofthem. We wa 
more preachers and should pray the Lord of th 
harvest to send forth labourers into his harvest : by 
preachers and sermons of the cast just describe; 
are most important; and thus all ought to preac 
daily. Christians of this kind will be the honow, 
ed instruments of reviving religion, and diffusiy: 
it into distant lands, as well as of handing it dowp 
to posterity.” 


PROVIDENTIAL DELIVERANCE. 
“Queen Mary, having deait severely with te 
Protestants in England, about the latter end oj 
her reign, signed a comimnissior ‘or to take the 
same course with them in Irela’ . and to execute 
the same with greater force ‘‘e nominates D; 
Cole one of the commissioners. ‘I'he doctor cow 
ing with the commission to Chester, on his jour. 
ney ; the mayor of that city hearing that her Ma. 
jesty was sending a message into Ireland and be 
being a churchman, waited on the doctor, who, ir 
discourse with the mayor, taketh out of a cloke- 
bag a leathern box saymg unto him, here is 
cemmission that shall lash the heretics of Irelaw 
(calling the Protestants by that title.) The goo 
woman of the house, being well affected to ihe 
Protestant religion, and also having a brother w 
med John Edmonds of the same, then a citizet 
in Dublin, was niuch troubled at the doctor’ 
words ; but watching her convenient ume, while 
the mayor took his leave and the doctor compii- 
mented him down the stairs, she goes to the box 
and takes the commission out, and places in liet 
thereof a sheet of paper, with a pack of cards wrap" 
up therein, the knave of cubs being faced uppe: 
most. The doctor coming up to his chamber, sts 
pecting nothing of what had been done, put up the 
box as formerly. The nextday going to the wa 
ter-side, wind and weather serving bim, he sails 
towards Ireland, and landed on the 7th of Octo- 
ber, 1548, at Dublin. ‘Then coming to the castle, 
the Lord Fiz Walter, being lord deputy, sent fo 
him to come before him and the privy council: 
who, coming in, after he had made a speech rela- 
ting upon what account he came over, presents 
the box unto the lord deputy, who causing it to be 
opened, that the secretary might read the com- 
mission, there was nothing, save a pack of cards 
with the knave of clubs uppermost ; which not on 
ly startled the lord deputy and council, but the 
doctor, who assured them he had a conmnissiot) 
but knew not how it was gone : then the lord dep- 
uty made answer, let us have another commission, 










The doctor being troubled in his mind, went away, 
and returued into England; and coming to the 
court, obtained another commission ; but staying 
for a wind-on the water-side, news came to him 
that the Queen was dead: and thus God preserv- 





1 doct towards them, thaa by all we can say.— 


ed the Protestants of Ireland.” 












and we will shuffle the cards in the mean while. 
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SOCIETY ISLANDS. 


Brtract of a letter from Capt. en: 
the Whaling Ship Maro, to Josiah 
of Nantucket. 


There are at Eimo, 5 missionary families from 
er who apparently live up to their profess 
I dined or supped with them almost every 
“ during my stay; and was treated wiih great 
kindness and hospitality ; ; but you will be surprised, 
when I tell you there is scarcely a native in the 
place, but what can read or write.—They have 
vassages of scripture printed in their own lan- 
guage, and also hymn books, which some of them 
can ‘yead as well as I can ours. I lay there one 
Sunday, and went to their church, where I found 
assembled about 4 ar 500 natives, all decently 
essed ; all the females (natives) wore bonnets of 
heir awn manufacturing. There was as much 
good order and regularity in their mode of wor 
ship, and partieularly in singing hymns and 
psalms, as you will generally find in our churches. 
[.Vantucket Inquirer. 


Master of 
ussey, Esq. 


THE MOTHER OF INVENTION. 


Two youug ladies of New-York, while on a vis- 
t to the interior of the State last sammer, organi 
zed a Sabbath School “among the mountains,’ 
fom which a communication was lately received, 
an extract from which has been obligingly put in- 
to our hands. 

“T cannot say,” remarks a teacher, “our school 
is as interesting as it was during the summet ; still 
we have many things to encourage us to persevere, 
even through the cold :—one circumstance let me 
relate. One of our teachers, a Mr. H. living some 
distanee from the school, startéd last Sabbath to 
20, but finding the snow very much banked up, 
and very cold, he concluded it best not to proceed, 
but thought he would stop and see how a very 
poor family were, whose children belonged to his 
class. On entering he found one of the boys pre- 
paring for school, who bad neither shue nor stock - 
ing to put on; but as a substitute was sewing old 
lags on bis feet, intending then to make his way 
through the snow to school, a distance of nearly 
two miles. The same boy did not know his let- 
ters when he entered the school; now he has 
bought himself a Testament and can read in it. 
UO may not the conduct of this child shame many 
Sabbath School teachers, who are so ready to find 
an excuse for absenting themselves from’ school ? 
Ah! where is the teacher that manifests as much 
love of God and the souls of children, as this child 
lid-for his school !”— Sunday School Magazine. 
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African Colony.—Despatches have been re- 
ceived from the Colony at Liberia, in Africa, 
which are said to be in the highest degree satisfac- 
tory. Besides publick buildings, and improve- 
nents on stone, about a dozen frawne houses and 
nearly 40 log buildings have lately been built, cov- 
ered with shingles. T'wo houses of worship are 
building, one by the Methodists and the other by 
the Baptists. There is also a school for boys, one 
for girls, and an evening school for adults. The 
population of the colony is about 280 persous, 


Society Islands.—The Mother of Invention —Obituary----Silas Constant. 







72. a 
indigenous coffee has been discovered, which pro- 
missed to be of interest to the colony, and the 


culture of indigo was extending. 


[V. Zz. D. Adu. 





Constitution of the United States.—Among the 
Laws passed by the Legislature of the state of 
Maine, at its last session, we have noticed one, 
entitled “.4n act providing for the distribution of 
copies of the Constitution of this State, and of the 
United States, to be used in Schools.” This act 
provides for the printing and distribution of ten 
thousand copies of the Constitutions, hound to- 
gether in the spelling-book form; and it directs 
“that the selectmen of towns, and the assessors 
of plantations, receiving such books, shall entrust 
them to the instructors of the schools in the sev- 
eral districts in proportion to the number of schol- 
ars; and it is hereby made the duty of said in 
structors to cause the said books to be used and 
read in their several schools, and also when and 
where it may be practicable from the age and ad- 
vancement in the study of their pupils, to be com- 
mitted to inemory.” 


Eternity is much less considered by us than we 








generally suppose. We are apt, alas! to be refi 
gious for Time. 
Ovituary. 
Rev. SILAS CONSTANT. 
Died at Yorktown, Westchester Co. N. Y. on thu 
22d of March, the Rev. Silas Constant, aged 76 


years. 
The faults which cleaved to this Father in I[sraci 
were few, and the valuable points of his characte: 
many. Through life he was modest, cheerful, yes 
unassuming in his deportment, temperate and uni 
form in his habits, and indefatigable in his pursuit ot 
Theological knowledge. He was emine ntly skilful 
‘in investigating human character, peculiarly instruc- 

tive in religious colloquy, and in the Pulpit a zealous 
and faithful herald of the Cross, while at the same 
time his religious character was worthy of all imita 

tion. 

He commenced his labours in Yorktown, November 
1785, and continued them until the Sabbath previous 
to his death. The period of time included between 
these two dates, added to 4 years service which he 
had previously performed in the County of Orange 
N. Y¥. makes an amount of 44 years ac tual e mploy. 

ment in the gosper vineyard. During this long peri 

od many souls have been added to the kingdom as 
fruits of his :ninistry, aud just before his death he had 
the satisfaction of witnessing a glorious revival of re- 
ligcion among the people, during which season about 
30 have become hopefully pious, 18 of whom on Jan- 
uary last came forward and publicly professed their 
faith in Christ. 

The disease which terminated his life was from the 
commencement, violent and painful; for two days 
his distress about the region of the heart was so severe 
as to preclude all intercourse with his friends, and his 
last hours were atiended with stupefaction of body 
and mind. But it was a consolation tous that he was 
permitted to resign his life without a groan or strug- 
gle, and sweetly to fall asleep in the arms of that Je- 


sus of whom Paul and the deceased preached. 
‘ H. W. 





three fourths of whom are grown persons. An 
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736 Poetry,—-I pray thee have me excused.— Remarks of John Newton.—The Bible. { Apnyy, 
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FOR THE RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCER. 


“} PRAY THEE, HAVE ME EXCUSED.” 


Luke xiv, 18. 


——_—_—_ 
The Gospel's voice reproves delay, 
Proclaims the blest, the accepted day, 
But throngs the heavenly summons shun 
And toward the world’s allurements run. 


** Have me excus’d!” the youth desires, 
W hose eye anticipation fires, 

While Beauty, partner of his breast 
Smiles, and responds to his request. 


“* Have me excus’d!” is manhood’s prayer, 
Though oft the prey of hopeless care, 

Some future day he names in haste, 
Forgetful how his seasons waste. 


“‘ Elave me excus’d!” the aged cries, 
Aad lays him on his couch and dies. 
Great God! thy mercy who can scan, 
Which thus reprieves ungrateful man. 


S. 


sontensmememmeenntel 











——O = 
REMARKS OF JOHN NEWTON. 


Doctor Taylor, of Norwich said to me, ‘Sir, I have 
collared every word in the Hebrew Scriptures seventeen 
times, and it is very strange if the doctrine of atonement 
you hold, should not have been found by me.’ Lam not 
surprised at this: L once went to light my candle with the 
extinguisher on it. Now, prejudices from education, 
Jearning, &c. often form an extinguisher, It isnot enough 
that you bring the candle ;—you must remove the extin- 
guisher. 

I have many books I can’t sit down to read, they are in- 
deed good and sound, but like half-pence, there goes a 
great quantity to alittle amount. There are si/rer books, 
and a few golden books; but [ have one book worth more 
than them all, called the Bible, aud that is a book of bank 
notes. 

If an angel were sent to find the most perfect man, he 
would probably not find him composing a body of divinity ; 
but perhaps a cripple in a poor-house, whom the parish 
wish dead; but humbled before God, with far lower 
thoughts of himseli than others think of him. 

If two angels came down from heaven to execute a di- 
vine command, and one was appointed to conduct an em- 
pire, and the other to sweep a street in it, they would feel 
no inclination to choose employments, 

L would not give a straw for that assurance which sin 
will not damp. If David had come from his adultery, and 
had taiked of his assurance at that time, | sbould have 
despised his speech. 


EARLY RISING. 

I do not know 4 practice which I should more recom- 
mend than early rising, whether devotion, health, beauty, 
or improvement of the mind, were the objects in view. 
How cheerful and how animated are the meditations of 
the morning! What a delightful bloom flasies into the 
cheeks from its balmy exhalations! What an unspeaka- 
ble cheerfulness glides into the soul, from hearing the de- 
votional matins of the lark, and from beholding the new 
born scenery of nature! How uecessary is such a regi- 
wen to preserve that sweetness of complexion and of 
breath which are the very essence and perfume of beau- 
ty! When neople think of seeounting to God for the tal- 








ents they have received, they overlook the hours which 
are lost in morning sloth and unreasonable indulgence, | 
have accustomed myself for many years to this habit of 
early rising. In the spring mouths of April and May par- 
ticularly, | grudge every moment that is wasted after five 
1 consider it as a rude neglect to all those sweets which 
opened to salute me, and always find so much more de. 
ducted from the firmness of my health, and the vigour of 
my understanding.—Bennet's Lectures. 


THE BIBLE. 


There are four grand arguments for the truth of the Bi. 
ble: the Ist, is the miracles on record—2nd, the prophe. 
cies—3d, the goodness of the doetrine—414, the mora! 
character of the penmen. The miracles flow from di. 
vine power; the prophecies from divine understanding: 
the excellence of the doctrine from divine goodness ; and 
the moral character of the penmen from divine purity — 
Thus Christianity is built upon these four immoveable 
pillars, the power ; the understanding ; the goodness; and 
the purity of God. The Bible wust be the invention ei- 
ther of good men or angels, bad men or devils, or of God 
It could not be the mere invention of good men or angels, 
for they neither would nor could make a book, and tel| 
lies all the time they were writing it, saying, “ Thus saith 
the Lord,” when it was their own invention. It could 
not be the invention of bad men on devils, for they’ would 
not make a book which commands all duty, forbids ail 
sin, and condemns their souls to hell to all eternity.- | 
therefore draw this conclusion,—the Bible must be given, 
by divine inspiration, SIMPSON. 





BIBLE ANECDOTES. 


Four or five years ago, (says a gentleman in Indiana,, 
[ Jeft Bibles at Bloomington, to be given to the needy 
On my removing from M to this place (1622) I wen: 
to see a family in affliction, a few miles from my house 
A well grown daughter was dead, and the mother was in 
an agony of grief. I called for their Bible. Alas! thes 
kad uone. [advised them to borrow now, and buy soon 
The man said he did not know where to borrow. He 
did not think there was one in the neighbourhood. 
A neighbour was present, and the bereaved mothe 
turned and asked her if they had one, and was told the 
had none! And yet this was in a populous part of the 
rich country near Lexington, (Indiana.) But could no 
such destitute people go away to the stores and buy Bi 
bles if they desired to have them ? Undoubtedly they could, 
but do they? Filltheth with this desive, and they will nes 
er rest till they possess the Bible. Must we form and snp- 
port Bible Societies, and procure Bibles for those whe 
have no desire fbr them? Undoultedly, that we may kia 
die that desire, aud then supply it. 





When a missionary once along the shores of Ontario, | 
found a poor aged mother of 8 children, whose heart had 
viven up the world, learnt tu cast its cares and hopes on 
Jesus, and to look to the Bible for direction and healing 
But ah! she had no Bible in which to look—when I gave 
her a Bible, and told her it was her own, and procured 
by a Bible Society for her, and such as she—she exclaim- 
ed, “It is toomuch. The Bible, the whole Bible! Dea 
Sir, itis too much.” My heart has felt that this is a good 
work. It is good to “ go about doing good,” and giving 
io the desiitute poor the blessed Bible. 





The Bible Society's language is “Seek and you sha’! 
find; knock and it shall be opened unto you.’ ‘Truly « 
isa noble institution. It is one great land-mark of ovr 
national good and glory. O may we come and dwell for 
ever with the God of the Bible, and all the friends of the 





Bible.  Fareweil. 
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